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P   w P   per 

CIA 

By Latriva Pierce 

 CIA. Characters In Action. But what exactly does 

that phrase mean? What is CIA? What do they do? 

CIA is a club available for all grades at William Byrd Mid-

dle School. They meet during lunches almost every 

Wednesday. The purpose of CIA is to help out in our 

school and community. They are normal people helping 

out. Hence, Characters In 

Action.  

 But, what is it 

that they’ve actually 

done? Well, did you see 

those Red Ribbon Week 

posters? CIA made and 

hung them. Have you found any of those notes on teach-

ers’ doors? CIA wrote them to give appreciation to 

teachers on Teacher Appreciation Day. Did you like the 

decorations and setup at the Halloween dance? CIA 

stayed after school to set them all up. Their last event 

was walking in the Vinton Christmas Day Parade. Maybe 

you saw them, loudly chanting, “CIA!”  

  You may have wondered, “What is CIA?” Well, 

hopefully, you now have the answer to the question. 

 

Dear Terrier Advice Column 

In this newspaper you will have the opportunity to ask 

for advice.  At lunch an advice box will be set up so that 

you can put your question on a slip of paper and toss it 

in. Please be careful and respectful with these notes, 

and do not put your 

name on them.  The 

notes will be collected 

and you will receive 

the advice you need 

through this anony-

mous advice column.  

My name is the Terri-

er, and I’m the one who answers these notes. If you 

want, you could even start your question with “Dear 

Terrier”. I hope to be helpful in answering these ques-

tions and making the problem easier for you. 

-The Terrier  

                      New Policy, or Old Policy Improved  

By Emily Divers 

 Many students are asking why they are being 

given little tickets in the morning and why there is a “New 

Tardy Policy”. Well, the answer is, there isn’t really a new 

policy; it is just an addition to the old policy. Mr. Kageals 

came up with the idea so that kids couldn’t lie about why 

they were tardy. What would happen is kids would come 

to class saying their bus had been late so they wouldn’t 

be counted as tardy.  

 Mr. Kageals says that, so far, the change has 

been a tremendous improvement. The way it works is 

once your bus has been counted as late, teachers hand a 

ticket to each person coming off of the bus. Then you 

hand it to your teacher, and he or she won’t count you as 

tardy. If you don’t have a ticket, then you are counted as 

tardy. Remember, a first time tardy is a talk with your 

teacher. The second tardy is a call to your parents, and 

the third is ASD. Therefore, BE ON TIME! 
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William Byrd Basketball  

By Martina Mihelcic 

      The William Byrd Middle School girls’ basketball game 

was a success against Hidden Valley on November 13, 2017 

at 5:00 in the afternoon. The girls on the opposing team 

played rough, but they were no match for the William Byrd 

team. Sophia Chrisley, a  seventh grader, said that she 

thought the season was going pretty good. She stated that 

their biggest rival was Cave Spring and they were most excit-

ed, yet nervous, to play them. The season has been going 

great for the Terriers and the team can't wait to see what the 

season will bring! 

William Byrd Wrestling  

By Tristan Harrell 

 On Wednesday November 29th, William Byrd Middle 

School hosted a wrestling match against  Central Academy. 

This reporter took a few pictures and interviewed the coaches 

and the some of the players. The matches seemed pretty 

even. Mr. Mitchell , the head wrestling coach, said that at 

normal practices, the team runs down the hallways and up 

and down the main stairs in different ways, and they practice 

tons of moves and maneuvers. Like all coaches, he was pretty 

confident he was going to win; so was the other coach.  

 Throughout the interviews with some of the players, 

this writer found that all liked wrestling. Johnathan likes wres-

tling because it is active and physical. Marcus likes the 

amount of effort you have to put in to wrestling. Lastly, Colby 

likes learning new moves.  
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What is your favorite thing about Christmas? 

 

a)  The food 

b)The presents 

c) Spending time with family and friends 

d)The clothes 

    December 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

     1  Interim  

Midpoint 

go home 

2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 Elf Day/

Sock Day 

15  Extreme 

Red/ Green 

Day 

16 

17 18 Tacky 

Sweater Day 

19 Holiday Hat 

Day $1 or canned 

food  

20               

Winter  

break      

21  22  23  

24  25  26  27  28  29  30  

31  1/1 1/2 1/3                

Return to 

school!  

1/4 1/5 1/6 

All Th  t Extr  Stuff! 
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Radford University Field Trip 

By Cindel Camper 

 In October, sixth 

grade students at William Byrd 

Middle school went to Radford 

University for a school field 

trip to learn about the educa-

tional opportunities that Rad-

ford offers. While they were there they were shown around 

campus by some of the students that go there. The Radford stu-

dents answered any questions that the 6th graders had and told 

them all about the University. Then the 6th graders went to the 

dining hall (the cafeteria) and ate delicious food. There were lots 

of different choices such as pizza, salad, or a hotdog. After they 

ate they all went into one of the gyms to play a game. Then they 

got on the bus and rode back to the school.  

 This reporter talked to different students in the 6th 

grade and asked them what their favorite parts were and what 

their least favorite parts were. The majority of them said that 

their favorite part was the food and their least favorite part was 

walking around. So overall the consensus is that the trip to Rad-

ford was a great trip! 

Robo Raptors 

By Jason Cox 

 On Saturday, November 18, 2017, the WBMS Robo 

Raptors went to the Robotics competition in Blacksburg at 

Blacksburg Middle School. During the competition, the team 

placed in the top 10 and also won the Judge’s award, which is 

one of the highest awards. Special thanks goes out to Mrs. Bals-

ley, Mrs. Schleicher, and Mr. Maloney for their help.  

Judges and parents of other teams 

complimented WBMS Robo Raptors 

on their team spirit and the sheer 

size of our team and parents in 

attendance.  

Mrs. Balsley shared, “The club mem-

bers worked very hard on the various 

parts of the competitions; core val-

ues, robotic design, and the research 

part.  We are so proud of them!”   

 

                     William Byrd Ham Radio Club  

By Mannie Blake 

 William Byrd Ham Radio Club came third 

place in the world. The competition is to contact the 

most people and add up the points. The point sys-

tem for places contacted in the country is the follow-

ing: 1 point for contacting a 

school and 2 points for con-

tacting a person out of this 

country. So that’s how it 

works,  and we got third 

place in the world! Way to 

go, Ham Radio Club!! 

                                 Wonder Field Trip 

By Ellie Panko 

 On the 21st of November the Book Club went to 

see the movie Wonder. The Book Club was joined by a few 

students who completed extra credit during the summer. 

Everyone who attended got popcorn a drink and a ticket to 

the movie. A few of the teachers from WBMS also joined us. 

 The movie is about a ten year old boy named Au-

gust Pullman who was born with a face disorder. The movie 

talks about how the family and people at the school are 

affected by his disorder. The movie covers Auggie’s whole 

fifth grade year and is based on the popular book by R.J. 

Palacio named Wonder. 

 I really liked the movie and trip, and I hope the 

Book Club does another trip soon.   


